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Former Observer 
writers honored 


NECC alumni at 
Eagle-Tribine 
win team Pulitzer 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The highest award in journal- 
ism is the Pulitzer Prize, and that 
honor was recently given to two 
former members of the NECC 
Observer staff, who are now writ- 
ers for the Eagle-Tribune. 

Former NECC students and 
Observer journalists O’Ryan 
Johnson and Jason B. Grosky 
were two members of the group of 
Tribune reporters recently hon- 
ored with the Pulitzer for 
Breaking News Reporting. 


The group received the award 
for their coverage of the 
December 2002 tragedy in which 
four Lawrence boys drowned in 
the Merrimack River after falling 
through the ice. 

Just a few years before receiv- 
ing the Pulitzer Prize, O’Ryan 
Johnson came to Northern Essex 
intending to study law. 

“I never really thought of 
journalism,” Johnson said. 

After being encouraged by 
English Professor Carol Barron, 
Johnson decided to join the 
Observer staff in November of 
2000. 

Johnson joined the staff as the 
Opinion editor, but tried to cover 
as many different areas of the 
news as possible. 

Johnson said that one of his 
favorite things about writing for 


See Pulitzer, page 6 


Arts 


NECC Professor 
composes music for 
Haverhill ’s past 


1S Sports 


Tim’s number I 
Red Sox of all 
time 


Graduation approaching 


Commencement is 
May 17 at Il a.m. 


By MICHAEL BOUCHER 
Opinion Editor 


Saturday, May 17 will be the day 
of reckoning for many NECC stu- 
dents. Its the day of graduation, and 
all will hope for the best. 

At the ceremony, faculty, staff, 
students and many family and friends 
will join together for what promises 
to be a memorable day. 

Graduation does not completely 
start on May 17. The Thursday 
before, May 15, is the day of the 
awards ceremony. At promptly 7 
p.m., students, with most faculty 
members and family members, will 
meet on the 2nd floor of the Behrakis 
Student Center. 

All student nominations are 
issued by a specific club or organiza- 
tion. It is usually the advisor of that 


Activities and Orientation. 

Other awards a student could 
earn include the non-native English 
speaking role-model awards, com- 
munity service awards, work-study 
awards and an excellence in leader- 


club or organization ——————_—_—__—_______ ship awards. 
that finalizes the See list of graduates , —_ Usually during this 
nomination and on pages 4-5. award ceremony, 
award. hosts accept donat- 


For any student to receive an 
honor or high honor they must have a 
3.5 GPA or higher. Students graduat- 
ing in May or January of 2004 will be 
awarded with an honor if applicable. 

The athletic team (either men’s or 
women’s) with the best combined 
GPA will receive a prize in the form 
of a cup with an attached plaque 
inscribed with their names. 

“Bring family to attend,” says 
Dina Brown, coordinator of Student 


ed books for children’s charity. 

Anyone expecting to attend the 
graduation ceremony on May 17 
must arrive before 11 a.m. at the 
Haverhill campus. 

The bagpipes will be played and 
the drums will beat. This year the 
only exception to usual ceremony 
procedures will be the absence of the 
Lawrence Girls Choir. 

Graduating students may be sur- 
prised to find a gift at their seats 


KRT 


given to them by the Alumni 
Association. 

“I hope it is something everyone 
can use,” says Libby Jensen, director 
of Alumni & Donor Relations. 

Another gift that will be given by 
school in conjunction with the 
Student Senate and made possible 
with a grant will be six benches and 
four picnic tables for students at the 
Franklin Street Campus in Lawrence. 

The $38,000 ceremony ,will last 
approximately two hours. 

The first event on the agenda will 
be the large processional. President 
David Hartleb will give his welcome 
address. 

Many guest speakers, a student 
speaker, and an alumni speaker will 
follow after him. 


See Graduation day, page 7 


Road race to be held to aid local accident victim 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 

STEVIN BARTHOLOMEW 
Graphics Editor 


Two NECC students have taken 
charge in planning a road race to 
help their friend who is in a coma as 
a result of a car accident and is need 
of financial support. 

Haley Angelini and Kathryn 
Mullen, both freshmen at Northern 


Essex, have planned a road race to 
benefit their friend Alexandra Cote, 
who is currently in a coma, recover- 
ing from injuries she suffered in a 
car accident on April 3, 2003. 

The accident, which took the life 
of Tara Minichiello, a senior at 
Pentucket High School, occurred as 
Minichiello and Cote were returning 
from a shopping trip to find a pair of 
prom shoes for Minichiello and buy- 
ing gifts for Cote’s mother, Angelini 
said. 


The race, which 
is four miles long, 
will take place in 
Cote’s hometown of 
Groveland and is 
intended to raise 
money for the “Alex 
Cote Fund” to make 
up for the cost of her 
stay in the hospital, 
according to 
Angelini. 

“Every night she is there, it is 


lots of 
Angelini 


costing 
money,” 
said. 

“Funds are run- 
ning low,” stated 
Mullen. 

The race, which 
will take place May 
24 at noon, will begin 
at Groveland town 
hall. The cost will be 
$9 for students and $13 for adults 
who register a week or more in 


advance. The cost becomes $10 and 
$16 for those who register after May 
17. 

Angelini said that donations 
would also be welcome, and the 
names of anyone who donates $250 
or more would appear on the T-shirt, 
which will be made for the race, if 
they are made more than one week 
before the race. 

The race will be followed by a 


See Road race, page 7 
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Give NECC 
its credit 


It is clear that Northern Essex 
Community College does not get the 
respect that it deserves. 

Quite often, when a high school 
student with good grades informs a 
teacher that he or she is going to 
Northern Essex, the teacher may ask 
“why?” 

Why is it that a teacher would 
have a problem with a student going 
to NECC just because the student got 
good grades in high school? 

Is it because NECC is a “commu- 
nity college?” If it is then the teacher 
is not aware of what he or she is talk- 
ing about. 

Most anyone who attends 
Northern Essex realizes that the col- 
lege is more than just a “community 
college.” 

And why is the term “community 
college” a bad thing? It shouldn’t be. 
Community colleges should be 
cheered for giving many people who 
do not have the money to attend an 
expensive college the chance to fur- 
ther their education and make some- 
thing of their lives. 

Northern Essex has produced 
three Pulitzer Prize winners, the high- 
est award given in journalism. The 
Observer has also won many national 
college newspaper awards. That’s 
pretty good for any college. 

Another little known fact is that 
the president and general manager of 
the Pawtucket Red Sox, Lou 


Shwechheimer, is an alumnus of 
Northern Essex, according to NECC 
director of public relations Ernie 
Greenslade. 

The Pawtucket Red Sox, or 
PawSox, are the triple-A affiliate of 
the Boston Red Sox, which means 
they are one step from the big 
leagues. The team has big time 
prospects like Freddy Sanchez and 
former major leaguers Adrian Brown 
and Bill Haselman, and they work for 
a former NECC student. Also, who 
knows if Boston G.M. Theo Epstein 
doesn’t work out. 

But beyond awards and high-pro- 
file students, NECC provides a step- 
pingstone for success. 

This college is not just for people 
who struggled in high school, and 
should not be seen that way. 

Along with “non-traditional col- 
lege students,” or students that are 
older, the college is a good place to 
get used to the college experience, 
without spending absurd amounts of 
money. 

Not everyone is ready to leave 
home at the age of 18 when high 
school is over. Not everyone has the 
ability to spend $30,000 on their first 
year of college. 

NECC is perfect for any of those 
cases, and provides close contact with 
professors. 

Students should not be ashamed 
to go to Northern Essex Community 
College, they should be proud. 

Also, to anyone who reads this, if 
your frienda or student says they are 
going to Northern Essex, don’t ask 
why, say, “Good for you.” 
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MESSAGE RECEIVED 


How do you feel about Romney’s 
plan to charge MA taxes in NH? 


Martin Allen, Journalism 

“That would suck completely. I 
would order high-priced items from 
other places instead of going to New 
Hampshire.” 


Lily Stanton, Liberal Arts 
“That’s stupid. I would feel cheat- 
ed.” 


Gene Fontaine, Graphic Design 
“It’s not fair. If they’re going to tax 
us then they should tax New 
Hampshire residents too.” 


Jared Pendak photos 


MikeNickerson, Journalism 

“I have a friend at the DMV so I 
would have to have him give me a 
New Hampshire I.D.” 


Amy DeBlois, Liberal Arts 

“It would be a major hassle. What, 
would you have to show your I.D. 
everytime you shopped in New 
Hampshire? That sounds greedy.” 


Amy Hannon, Liberal Arts 

“We wouldn’t be in Mass. so why 
would we have to pay Mass. taxes? 
It makes no sense.” 


Page 3. NECC Observer 


We rid 
Iraq of 
Saddam 
Hussein, 
but now 
they want 
us to leave 
their coun- 
try. They 
don’t want 
the U.S. to 
interfere 
with their 
lifestyle or government. 

My first thoughts were that the 
U.S. should stay and help Iraq devel- 
op a democratic government. 

After thinking about this for a 
while I really don’t think we should 
be telling other countries how they 
should live. Our views of society and 
the world as a whole are completely 
different from people living in the 
Middle East. 

I can understand why they would 
want us to leave them alone. We 
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helped eliminate a big problem that 
was hurting their country but now it’s 
time for the Iraqi people to come 
together and work on restoring their 
country, we shouldn’t come in and 
tell them how it should be done. 

We want them to be free and be 
able to speak up for what they 
believe in, but they have to do it by 
our rules, that doesn’t make any 
sense to me at all. 

For several years the Iraqis have 
been under the dictatorship of 
Saddam’s regime, it will be difficult 
for them to open up right away and 
want to trust us Americans. 

Americans seem to think that our 
way of living is the best, and anyone 
who doesn’t live like us is wrong, or 
needs some guidance. I think the 
president needs to work on fixing the 
problems at home before he tries to 
“help” out other countries. We still 
have homeless people, we still have 
violence, and we still have people 
who don’t even know how to read. 
Why are we going to take the time to 
start a new government for a country 
that doesn’t want our help? Help the 


Americans first, then help the rest of 
the world. 

I think it’s wonderful to help out 
countries who are starving and who 
are suffering with disease, this does 
not require us forcing American 
ways on other people, it’s simply a 
humanitarian act. What we are trying 
to do with Iraq is wrong. If they 
wanted our help and were happy to 
have us work with them on creating a 
democracy then I wouldn’t be com- 
pletely opposed to it, but the Iraqis 
have clearly stated and shown that 
they no longer need U.S. help. 

I agreed with eliminating 
Saddam, because the country was 
hurting for so many years, and also 
he was someone who could not be 
trusted. Now Iraq needs to find a way 
to reconstruct its government and its 
country. We can’t tell them how their 
country should be run. If they make a 
bad decision then they will be to 
blame and they can’t start pointing 
their fingers at us. The U.S. now 
needs to focus on home and get our 
country in check. 


ifonlyI If only I could just do what I want... 


If only I could do whatever job I 


want... I would start right now 
despite the fact | would prefer to be a 
lazy bum. Needless to say, anyone 
would rather do what he or she really 
wants to do... nothing! 

I will admit to my lazy behavior. 
There is no reason to deny it. What I 
really want to tackle in this story is 
not my laziness but rather the con- 
cept of paying to go to school to ulti- 
mately get a well-paying job. The 
real point is if | am lazy, why would 
I want to put myself through the 
extra burden of working to do more 
working? 

I despise attending any school. 
Education is empowerment but 
what’s the point for having it if you 
don’t want it? I represent the current 
new generation of teens. Laziness is 
inspiration to non-caring; Non-caring 
leads to feeling of irrelevance 
towards the concept of schooling. To 
add to that, work is also frowned 
upon. It is sad how our society is 
crumbling to this new level of what 
elders (parents) call “ignorance.” 

Let us not stop there. I tend to be 
held back to say this earlier in any 
article but | am so tired of taking 
courses that are seemingly unrelated 
to my major. This makes it even hard 


for me to go to college especially 
when | don’t want to be there in the 
first place. | hate that my parents or | 
have to pay extra money just for such 
courses. Don’t get confused reading 
this. Northern Essex Community 
College is not the only college doing 
this. A matter of fact, NECC is more 
focused on making you take more 
courses related to your major than at 
a private or state four year 
college/university. NECC is very 
broad though on course choices. 

Here is another problem with 
college. We need to establish majors. 
With these majors our job can be 
generalized to a certain area. Take 
Journalism for an example. With the 
Journalism major, | can become a 
writer, journalist, news anchor, news 
editor, public relations, public speak- 
er, and even a politician (but anyone 
could do that if they had either 
money or did hard work). 

Now what if I decided to change 
my plans for a profession? Well I’ll 
have to change my major. Ironically 
enough, I want to change my major. | 
want to be a film director but conve- 
niently, I have to change majors or 
modify my major with a minor (like 
that does anything) to go in the right 
direction towards that profession 
goal. (A minor is an addition to your 
major that arguably claims you have 
knowledge in another field than that 


in your major. Example: Music 
major, Bio minor. This means you’ re 
are a an expert in music but you 
know some things in Bio but it does- 
n’t mean you are an expert.) I plan to 
keep Journalism and acquire a com- 
munications/film minor. I can’t com- 
pletely change to a communications 
or film major because that would 
make my Joint Admissions terms 
invalid. This means I would not be 
guaranteed acceptance or be able to 
take benefit from the Tuition 
Advantage Program (that gives you 
1/3 off your total tuition bill). I 
screwed myself I guess. I signed for 
the Journalism major but I also didn’t 
know there was a film major at the 
college. 

As for as jobs are concerned. I 
don’t care to have one. I choose film 
directing as a procession because it 
interests me as a formidable way to 
earn a lot of income. Money only 
means something to me because I 
live in a capitalist society. If I didn’t 
care what so ever to assist in our 
society I wouldn’t get a job. 

I think my point is clear. We all 
do something (school) to do some- 
thing else (work) we don’t want to 
do. It really doesn’t make any sense 
that we do it anyway. Conformity 
becomes our dictator in our. own 
democracy. 


Adios to all of you and take care 


It has been a long semester. We 
have gone through everything: Cold 


weather, Iragi Conflicts, Poor 
Economy, Increased Tuition, Budget 
Cuts, The New I-93 Northbound, and 
now Graduation 2003! 

These have been some wild 
times. I’m glad that I was around to 
publicly criticize and critique every- 
thing that is going on. Sometimes I 
went on a tangent and I discussed 
silly things like “The Profile of an 
Idiot” and “The Bathroom Is Nasty”. 
That was all in good fun. We need 
some humor to entertain us. It gets 
our minds off of the serious things 
that worry the hell out of us. 

Almost a year later, being on the 
paper (from the beginning of the Fall 


semester of 2002), I am still 18 years 
old. I know it is hard to believe. I still 
have one month or so left (June 9th, 
2003). Guess what, I am graduating 
this semester! (At least I hope so...1 
think I passed all my courses...) This 
is a big accomplishment in anyone’s 
life. | am glad I am sharing it with 
fellow classmates that I have known 
since they started at NECC with me 
in Fall semester of 2001. I will most 
likely transfer to UMass-Amherst for 
Fall semester of 2003, with Salem 
State, Fitchburg State, and UMass- 
Lowell as my options. 

I’m really going to miss this 
school. I had so many false preju- 
dices about Northern Essex. I 
thought going here was cheap and | 
wasn’t going to learn anything. All 
my professors would be easy. Haha, 
ya right! By going to NECC, I bene- 
fit from so many things that a private 


four-year school wouldn’t even offer. 
NECC’s extracurricular programs in 
addition to my own efforts make my 
transcript look good. Our school 
offers so much to us. You just have to 
talk to the right people and get 
involved. Take advantage of your 
school. Make the most of your 
money. Your tuition will still go up 
no matter what you do there. 

I would like to thank all the peo- 
ple who read my stories. “I do what I 
do just for you.” I am glad you liked 
reading my stories even if you agreed 
with me or not. Your opinions are just 
as important as my public opinions. 

As long as we have our own 
opinions and we do not conform to 
what others think our society will 
thrive. Value others’ opinion just as 
highly as you value your own opin- 
ion and respect each other. Peace! 


After three years of attending 
Northern Essex, I’m finally going on 
to another schoe!! In the fall I will be 
attending the New England Institute 
of Art and Communications in 
Brookline, Mass. I will be majoring 
in audio production, a dream come 
true for me. 

Although I am extremely excit- 
ed about leaving Haverhill and 
going to a new school, | will defi- 
nitely miss being on staff of the 
NECC Observer. 

I didn’t realize that I was any 
good at writing until I took English 
Comp. 1 with Amy Callahan. | 
gained some confidence in writing 
and decided I should try being on 
staff at the Observer. It was the best 
decision I could have made. 

Over these past three years at 
NECC I’ve had my share of rough 
times, but there was one person I 
knew I could talk to, Observer advi- 
sor, Amy Callahan. She always 
helped put things into perspective 
for me, and help me see that there is 
a way out. I would like to thank her 
for being there when I just needed 
someone to talk to when life wasn’t 
working out the way I wanted it. 
And also I would like to thank her 
for encouraging me with my writing 
when I would doubt myself. 

Dave Willis, I want to say I had 
a great time working with you on 
the newspaper this semester. It’s 
been interesting, and it’s definitely 
been fun! Good luck in everything 
you do! 

I’m 
gonna miss working with you! 
There’s been some good times! I'll 
miss us sharing music with each 
other the most! I have to say you 
have good taste in music and you 
know good music when you hear it! 
For sure, the best production day 
was when you brought in The 
Original Kings of Comedy! Haha! 
That is the funniest movie! 

Over the past year or so I’ve 
been writing a lot of poetry/songs 
and this one I wrote recently, gives 
more of an insight into the world of 
Debbie Tsantarliotis. It’s not easy 
for me to let people into my little 
world, but this is something I would 


like to share with all of you: 

In my life I’ve gone through 
some things. I’ve tasted the sour 
and have experienced the sweet. 

In my life I’ve longed for your 
love and have never lost hope. 

In my life the sun has shown 
and the rain has poured. 

I’ve been soaked with the pain 
and beaming with joy. 

In most of my life I’ve held this 
umbrella up trying so hard to shield 
myself from this rain that seems to 
follow me no matter where I go. 

When looking up at the sky 
now, I see the sun trying hard to 
shine through. 

In my life I’ve searched for the 
innocence that I once had as a child. 

Innocence shields you from the 
pain and sadness. You don’t know 
what insecurities are and you don’t 
know about prejudices. 

In my life I’ve tried to be true to 
myself. To not hide the person I am, 
but to let it shine and glisten in the 
sun. 

It’s still a long road ahead for 
me to completely let myself be free, 
but I know in time it will all come 
out...and that umbrella will be for- 
ever useless. 

In my life I’ve learned a lot and 
I will continue to learn; about peo- 
ple, life, and most of all myself. 

In my life, it’s been quite a ride. 

The ups and downs only make 
me stronger and wiser. 

In my life I’ve made mistakes 
but I’m going to grow and learn 
from these, and it will make my 
future brighter. 

In my life I’m going to make a 
difference and I’m going to do it by 
my own rules. 

In my life I’m going to see and 
not walk through life blinded by 
ignorance. 

In my life I’m going to try an do 
things right and listen to my heart 
more than my mind. 

In my life I won’t let prejudice 
and racism taint the bright shining 
sun. 

Hatred will have to wipe its feet 
off at the door before entering into 
my world. 

In my life I’m going to live and 
not let life pass me by. 

In my life I’m going to be free. 

In my life I’m going to be me! 


Give David Irvine respect 


To the Editor, 

It may seem weird the former edi- 
tor of the Observer is writing a letter. 
I did not have a reason before, until 
reading what happened to David 
Irvine. 

I am appalled to think the admin- 
istration and security on our campus 
can just dismiss the email sent to 
David. They need to take these things 
more seriously instead of just blowing 
them off. 

The only people that could send 
an email like that are just plain igno- 
rant. What has David or the 
Gay/Straight Alliance done to anyone 
besides trying to educate the world? 
They have done nothing. They 
deserve the right to coexist on our 
campus, free and clear of discrimina- 
tion. 

With war and everything else 
going on in the world today, don’t you 
think it would be a better place if peo- 
ple were less ignorant and supported 
each other? Isn’t that the reason why 
their group on campus is called the 
Gay/Straight Alliance? 

I have friends and family mem- 
bers who are gay, and | could never 


turn my back on them or discriminate 
against them based on their sexual 
preference. 

I honestly think the administration 
and security on campus need to take 
the email a lot more seriously. Empty 
threats can turn into something more 
serious. Why wait? Why not take the 
precautions now and defuse the situa- 
tion before it becomes a bigger issue? 

You may not agree with the mem- 
bers of the GSA but that is no reason 
for prejudice. Ignorance equals preju- 
dice. If you take the time to learn 
about their lives you may not be so 
quick to judge. 

I can only hope the students of 
NECC take the time to learn about the 
GSA before judging them. I respect 
David Irvine for standing up for him- 
self and the other members of the 
GSA. If they ever need support they 
have me in their corner. I only hope 
more students follow my lead and 
lend their support. 

Gayle Simone 

NECC Student 


Please see more letters on Page 7. 


war 2. 
‘nay 
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Jennifer Abraham 
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David Goulet 
Nanette Grant 
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NECC Job Fair helps students find jobs 


Students organize event 
as part of class on 
‘Meetings and Events’ 


By JARED PENDAK 
News Editor 


The second annual NECC Job Fair 
was a shining success, drawing compa- 
nies from around the region and nation 
to offer information and job applica- 
tions in the Spurk ‘C’ building lobby 
last Wednesday. 

Professor Sandy Kauffman’s 
Meeting and Events class conducted the 
event, which accounted for the stu- 
dents’ final exam grade, for the second 
straight year. Last year’s positive out- 
come convinced Kauffman to run the 
Job Fair annually. 

The students, who major mostly in 
travel/tourism or hospitality, invited 
prominent companies to the event and 
business representatives from Canobie 
Lake Park, Foxwoods Resort/Casino, 
Windhym Hotels, Mary Kay Cosmetics 
and even the NECC Bookstore was pre- 
sent. 

Many colleges also sent affiliates in 
hopes of recruting potential transefer 
students, including Johnson and Wales, 
Northeastern University, Southen New 
Hampshire and Green Muntain College. 

Students who invited companies 
that could not send a representative set 
up their own tables and supplied print 
out information on their chosen coorpo- 
ration. 

Maria Tavera chose Pan Am 
Airlines, and though no one from the 
company made it to the Job Fair, she 
enjoyed every moment of it. 

“| like interacting with people and 
giving people the opportunity to get 
jobs,” Tavera said. “An event like this 
gets the best out of everybody.” 

Aside from acquiring job appplica- 
tions, those who visited the Job Fair had 
plenty of refreshments to enjoy. Student 
Ella Papalardo gave out free candybars 
to those who took time to fill out a sur- 
vey the class created. 

Sue Thibodeau, a student in co-op 


with the Haverhill Country Club, plans 
on opening her own dessert bakery in 
the future and offered free samples of 
her homemade treats. 

“I want to open a place called 
Grannie Sue’s Kitchen, and everything 
I bake is made from scratch,” said 
Thibodeau, who had several different 
kinds of cookies and multi-layered 
brownies on display. 

The acheivements of the Meeting 
and Events class at the Job Fair were 
exemplified by the handfuls of applica- 
tions visitors were gathering. The goal 
of the event was to provide people with 
job opportunities, and the group accom- 
plished everything they sought and 
thensome. 

“J was outside and kid after kid 
with applications in their hands were 
walking by,” said Dave Aucella, a busi- 
ness managent major in the class. 
“That’s exactly what we were trying to 
have happen.” 

“We knew the Job Fair was a suc- 
cess when we talked to employers and 
they had given out a much higher level 
of applications than they expected,” 
said Kauffman. “The companies were 
very pleased and we were very pleased 
with how interested people were.” 

Students took on the full responsi- 
bities of operating a professional event, 
from setting up their own decorations to 
reserving space for company represen- 
tatives independently. The group also 
posted signs around campus and on the 
]-495 exit ramps to direct visitors to the 
Job Fair. 

“My students got to experience all 
the aspects of running an event. They 
booked space, recruited people and set 
up early just like professionals,” said 
Kauffman. “Some people backed out at 
the last minute and (the students) did a 
great job of adjusting to circumstance. 
They were also very resourceful in stay- 
ing within our budget and making their 
own decorations. This gave students a 
very real feel of running an event.” 

Kauffman plans on __ having 
returnees to the class organize a cook- 
out to welcome incoming hospitality 
students to NECC this August. 


Jared Pendak photo 


Students in Prof. Kauffman’s “Meeting and Events” class welcome participants and handed out surveys. 


Students recetve Social Science 
and Paralegal Awards 


Seven local students received 
Social Science or Paralegal awards 
at a luncheon ceremony held on 


April 25. 


The History and Government 
Department presented four awards. 


Josh Gilchrest, a 
Programming major 


Computer 
from 


Dunstable, MA received an award 


for Outstanding Short 
Paper. 


History 


Jessica Birtles, a Liberal Arts 


major from Andover, MA received 
an award for Outstanding Critical 
Analysis of Historical Web Sites. 
Olivia Stanton, a Liberal Arts 
major from Georgetown, MA 
received an award for Outstanding 
History Research Paper. Anthony 
Takis, a Liberal Arts major from 
Georgetown, MA received an 
award for Outstanding Work in 


David Willis photo 
Student receives award and 
draws applause from faculty. 


History. 

The Behavioral Sciences 
Department presented two awards. 
Emily Dignan, a Liberal Arts major 
from Groveland, MA and Nicole 
Kotzias, a Liberal Arts major from 
Lawrence, MA each received an 
award for Outstanding Behavioral 
Sciences Short Paper. 

The Paralegal Studies Program 
presented one award. Phyllis A. 
Zimmerman, a student in_ the 
Paralegal Certificate Program from 
Andover, MA won the Legal 
Research and Writing Award. 

The faculty of the Behavioral 
Science and History and 
Government Departments and the 
Paralegal Studies Program congrat- 
ulate all the award winners for their 
fine work. 


Former Observer writers win Pulitzer 


Continued from page | 


the Observer was the amount of 
freedom he possessed for what he could 
write. 

“You can cover anything, you’re 
not stuck to one department,” Johnson 
said. “There is a lot of freedom for 
ideas.” 

Johnson said there is a big differ- 
ence in intensity when working at a 
daily paper, but said the Observer is a 
great place to learn. 

“T learned a lot from working at the 
Observer,” Johnson said. “It is a great 
place to work and a great place to start.” 

While at the Observer, Johnson 
wrote many opinion pieces on subjects 
such as the 2000 presidential election. 
He also covered news event such as the 
2000 spring convocation, which he said 
was his first news story. 

Johnson had to leave NECC in 
March of 2001 when he was laid off 
from his job as a steel worker. He 
already had a part-time job at the 
Tribune, which led to a full-time job in 


May of 2002. 

“It was basi- 
cally a year-long 
internship,” 
Johnson said. 

On Saturday, 
Dec. 14, 2002, 
Johnson was in 
the newsroom 
when reporter 
Jim Patten heard 
on his police 
scanner that a 
number of boys 
had fallen into the Merrimack River and 
informed the rest of the staff. Patten 
was the first on the scene, and Johnson 
then went to help him out. 

Johnson said that he talked to peo- 
ple in the crowd near the river. He also 
spoke to a man who attempted a rescue 
before the police arrived. 

He then went to the emergency 
room, where he spoke to a few of the 
boy’s family members and got address- 
es to where he could contact other 
members. 


Helen Ubinas 


He was able 
to speak to the 
children who 
survived, and got 
pictures of the 
ones who did and 
did not make it. 


Along with 
Patten and 
Johnson, Chris 
Markuns also 


went to the scene 
of the tragedy 
and was in the 
group who was given the award. 

Johnson said that he wrote nine 
inches of the story that was given the 
award. 

Another member of the prize-win- 
ning team was Jason Grosky, who was a 
member of the Observer staff from 
1994 to 1996. During his time at NECC 
he held the position of editor of the 
Observer. 

“The Observer and the help of Joe 
LaBlane gave me the tools that I have 
today,” Grosky said of his time with the 


O’Ryan Johnson 


Observer. “I did not kow what I wanted 
to do when I walked through the doors 
of NECC.” 

According to reports, Grosky, a city 
reporter, interviewed a firefighter who 
pulled two of the children from the 
river. 

When it was 
time for the 
Pulitzer Prizes to 
be announced, 
the Tribune staff 
watched __— wire 
reports to see if 
they had taken 
the award. 

When they 
found that they 
had won, the 
group celebrated 
with a moment 
of silence for the 
boys who died in the accident, accord- 
ing to Johnson. 

“You always want the award, but 
you never want it under these circum- 
stances,” Johnson said. 


great paper. 


—_¢¢—‘—_ 


The Observer is a 


—O’Ryan 


According to Johnson, the Tribune 
plans to donate the $7,500 in prize 
money to the families of the victims. 

The two reporters join Helen 
Ubinas as Pulitzer Prize-winning alum- 
ni. Ubinas is a former NECC studen 

who was a member of 


a team of reporters for 


Prize several years 
ago. 

Johnson recentl 
changed _ positions 
from the nigh 
reporter position he 
Johnson tragedy. He is now the 
Lawrence City Hall 
beat reporter. 


held on the day of the” 


the Hartford Courant — 
who won the Pulitzer 


In speaking of the — 


award, Johnson gives: 
a lot of credit to his time at the 
Observer. 
“The Observer is a great paper, 
Johnson said. 
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Road race will 
benefit ‘Cote Fund’ 


Continued from page | 


barbecue, which will have food and 
live music. All are welcome to attend 
the barbecue, but anyone who does 
not participate in the race will be 
asked to pay $3 to eat, Angelini stat- 
ed. 

Angelini said that anyone is wel- 
come to participate in the race, 
regardless if they know Cote or not. 
All participants who would like to 
help a good cause are welcome. 
Anyone who is running the race is 
asked to get there before noon to 
avoid the large crowd that is expect- 
ed. 

Anyone who would like to volun- 
teer to help out during the race is also 
welcome, according to Angelini. 

Runners or walkers who are 
interested must fill out a sign-up 
sheet, which is available at most 
locations in Groveland and West 
Newbury center, and at the Pentucket 
High School main office. Questions 
can also be sent to alexcoteroad- 
race@yahoo.com 

Cote, 19, known as Alex to her 
friends, or affectionately as “Moon 
boots” for her platform shoes she 
loved wearing, graduated from 
Pentucket High School in 2002. 

She was a beloved four years 
cheerleader at Pentucket for the foot- 
ball, basketball and hockey team. The 
players she was close with always 
appreciated her spirit and dedication 
to the football team and its players. 


Cote is also a lover of dance, ani- 
mals and soccer. 

Prior to the accident she was 
employed at Balpate Hospital, and 
was planning to attend college in the 
fall for communications, possibly at 
NECC, according to Angelini. 

She is currently in a coma at 
Lawrence General Hospital, but has 
made an amazing recovery from 
injuries, which were originally con- 
sidered life threatening. She is 
responsive, and reacts to different 
occurrences, such as tapping her feet 
to her favorite musical act, Justin 
Timberlake, Angelini said. 

“She is doing a lot better,” 
Angelini said. “She is improving 
every day.” 

Cote’s mother, Chantal, gives 
credit to the paramedics who were 
first on the scene of her daughter’s 
crash. Angelini said that Cote’s moth- 
er has called the paramedics Alex’s 
“guardian angels.” 

Much of Cote’s recovery could 
also be credited to the support she has 
received. 

The friendly and magnetic per- 
sonality of Cote caused her to make 
many friends in and outside of high 
school, and many have visited her in 
the hospital and have thought about 
her every day since the crash. 

Jon Ball, a 2002 graduate of 
Pentucket and a freshman in the Air 
Force Academy sent his Air Force 
“wings” and wrote Cote a poem. 


Graduation day 


Continued from page | 

“I hope the message [from the 
speech] will be very optimistic,” 
Sarah Cail, president of the Student 
Senate and this year’s student speak- 
er. “I will be looking forward to it 
[speaking] even though my knees 
will be shaking from behind the 
podium.” 

More awards will be given dur- 
ing graduation, such as the Emeriti 
faculty and staff awards, Alumni 
awards to one student and one alum- 
ni, and the presentation of degrees 
and certificates to students. 

The pinning and pledge of indi- 
viduals of the Nursing major will fol- 
low. 

“This is the best and biggest 
event the college holds and it is all 
about our students and celebrating 


their success over tremendous obsta- 
cles, in many cases. It is an annual 
reminder of why I work at a commu- 
nity college. It is pure gratification 
for all of our hard work as staff and 
their hard work as students and in 
this single event we all come togeth- 
er with great joy. Watching the tent 
go up is a real thrill as well... kind of 
like seeing the circus come to 
town...it reminds me of that pure 
childlike anticipation of great things 
to come,” Mary Ellen Ashley, Senior 
Vice President of Enrollment 
Management and Student Services. 

Final ceremony activities include 
closing remarks and maybe a sur- 
prise? All graduates will have to 
wait until the end to see what hap- 
pens. It is expected to be one exciting 
afternoon. 


News Commentary 


Thanks for fixing the ramp 


By Isa RIVERA 
Staff Columnist 


In a recent issue of the 
Observer | expressed my concerns 
with the lack of accessibility for 
people with special needs in cer- 
tain parts of our college, including 
where the computer labs were relo- 
cated. 

I would like to follow up by 
mentioning that the accessibility 
issue for the computer labs was 
taken care of in a timely manner by 
the NECC staff. The ramp in the 
student computer lab below the 
Bentley Library, which at one time 
was not safe for someone in a 
wheelchair or crutches because it 
was too steep, has now been 
replaced with a new wooden ramp. 
It is equipped with side railings 
that help ambulant persons use the 
ramp without assistance. I would 
also like to thank the staff for 
adding not two but a third desk for 
wheelchair users which has 
decreased immensely the issue of 
walking in the labs and not having 
an accessible desk with a comput- 
er available for someone in a 
wheelchair to use. 

This is why I would like to 
take the time to thank Nancy 
Moran, director of client comput- 
ing; Mark Andrews, vice president 
of administration; the access com- 
mittee; and the people who assist 
in the computer labs located in the 
library basement in room A111 for 
really paying attention and listen- 
ing to the concerns of the advoca- 
cy group. They really took a posi- 
tive attitude and had an open mind 
when it came to listening to what 
we had to say and the ideas we had 
in mind to help the labs become 
more accessible. 

In our college community we 
need people like you who care to 
help us grow and develop as a col- 
lege, and also to recognize an 
individual is entitled to expand 
his or her education experience. 
Every little grain you put in is 
what’s going to make change hap- 
pen and, whether faculty and staff 
of our college realize it or not, at 
the end we as a whole—staff, fac- 
ulty, and students—are going to 
see the pay off. We’re all going to 
benefit from it. 

Making the campus truly 
accessible will also give our col- 
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The previous ramp in the Bentley computer lab was too steep for 
wheelchairs. The new ramp, above, is fully accessible. 


lege a good image. People are 
going to want to attend because 
they are going to see that we’re 
interested in helping everyone 
make their college life experience 
more interesting. and joyful. The 
amount of accessibility spread 
around our college is living proof 
that we are what we portray: a col- 
lege that’s open to all races, colors, 
and types of people. That our main 
goal is to educate and help people 
better themselves and be produc- 
tive human beings for our society 
and the generations to come. 

I hope that this welcoming and 
positive outlook doesn’t stop here. 
I hope it keeps growing, develop- 
ing, and expanding because there’s 
still plenty of accessibility issues 
still needing to be taken care of. 

I also hope that our present 
special needs community in the 
college keeps raising their voices 
to keep changes happening. 

The next thing I would like to 
see taken care of are the passages 
that connect one building with the 
other, which I had mentioned 
already in my last article. 

I also feel it is equally impor- 
tant to ask for what you need and 
to give thanks when it’s all taken 
care of. That’s why, as I took the 
time to raise my concerns in my 


previous article, I feel obligated 
now to tell those people who 
helped me how much I appreciate 
them for listening to me, for doing 
as much as they could to quickly 
solve the computer accessibility 
problem. For that I thank you all. 

In the name of many other stu- 
dents that also have in one way or 
another a special need and are cur- 
rently attending our college, we ~ 
want to be as much as a benefit to 
you as you are to us. 

It is only if you allow us to 
work in unity with you that we 
benefit from one another. I hope 
this is not the first door that is 
opened to us. 

I hope there are many, many 
more in the future and that the 
image that people have towards 
special needs people changes as 
we keep incorporating ourselves in 
our college environment. It could 
really be a very beneficial and 
enriching experience for all of us 
as human beings and students if 
you give us the chance to have that 
first approach. 

To all of you, thank you. You 
are really changing the lives and 
outlooks of people, and whether 
you realize it or not, in a small 
way, you’re changing your own 
and all for the good. 


Praise for those dedicated to Leadership and Honors Programs 


Dear Observer, 


As graduation draws near | 
would like to take this opportunity 
to say thank you to the dedicated 
NECC professionals involved in 
both the Honors Experience and the 
Student Leadership Development/ 
Presidential Student Ambassadors 
programs. As a student, I have been 
involved in both of these programs 
for some years. | have gained many 
real-world leadership skills and 
insights due to my participation in 
the excellent programs that they 
both offer. 


First I would like to thank 
Ginger Hurajt, Honors Experience 
Coordinator, for being the caring 
professional that she is. It is her 
tremendous dedication to the 
Honors Experience program, and its 
students, that has made the program 
flourish into what it is today. 
Congratulations to her and her com- 
mittee for the recent State accredita- 
tion. Students who participate in the 
Honors Experience program enjoy 
the freedom to pursue higher level 
research into topics that interest 
them via their Mentors ( thank you 
Mentors!). These students benefit by 


gaining excellent research, presenta- 
tion, and critical thinking skills. 
This program has excellent peer 
support -and is actually fun! 

I offer my thanks also to Rose 
Dittmer and Nita Lamborghini, who 


head the Student Leadership 
Development program, which 
bridges into the Presidential 


Ambassadors program. Rose and 
Nita are another example of highly 
dedicated and caring professionals 
that NECC tends to employ. They 
and the team that works with them, 
such as Marissa, Anne, Nicole, and 
Isa, should be commended for their 


efforts on behalf of the students. The 
Student Leadership Development 
program offers many workshops for 
students to hone their real-world 
skills such as; time management, 
goal setting, cultural diversity, port- 
folio development, community ser- 
vice, and ethics, just to name a few. 

As a student I would urge any 
other student who is looking to get 
the most they can out of their educa- 
tion at NECC to join these programs 
and reap the benefits they offer. 
Leaving NECC is bittersweet, but 
because of my invovlment in these 
programs I do feel very prepared to 


take on first, the rigors of upper 
level classes as I pursue my 
Bachelors degree, and later on -the 
workplace. 
Thank you once again to all who 
have helped me on my way. 
Goodbye NECC! 


Renay McManus 
Honors Experience 
Student Ambassador 
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New England celebrates Anime 


By BYRON McCNEAL 
Contributing Reporting 


The weekend of April 18, 2003 
will forever be carved into the brains 
of anime fans all over New England. 

For it was the maiden voyage of 
the Anime Boston convention, a pro- 
ject that was a year and a half in the 
making courtesy of the New England 
Anime Society, headed by 


Convention Chairman Adam Ferarro. 
Ferraro, who’s been an Otaku, or 


with attitude. 


phots oomniar Byron McNeal 
NECC student and article author Byron McNeal 
arrives at the anime convention in character and 


anime fanatic, since his sophomore 
year of high school, explained that 
the reason for creating this conven- 
tion was because he and the other 
NEAS board members were tired of 
having to leave Massachusetts to find 
a decent anime convention. So one 
day over dinner they came up with 
the idea of creating a convention in 
Boston. 

The NEAS had friends in high 
places; convention sponsorship was 
given by some of the biggest names 
in the world of anime, such as 
Central Park Media, 
responsible for the 
English dubbing of 
such great anime as 
Slayers as well as their 
own Anime conven- 
tion Big Apple Anime 
Fest, and Bandai 
Entertainment. The 
people provide all 
otaku in America with 
their fix of Cowboy 
Bebop, and Mobile 
suit Gundam model 
kits, just to name a 
few. 

Anime Boston 
2003, was held at the 
luxurious Boston 
Plaza Hotel in 
Whiskey Park, the 
night before the actual 
convention the regis- 
tration line could be 
seen from the hotel 
lobby, and this would 
be the trend for the 
next two days. Some 
of the biggest lines 
were due to autograph 
session with the voice 


Byron McN: eal photo 


Anime fanatics, a.k.a. Otaku, dress as characters from the video games Final Fantasy 10 and Kingdom Hearts. 


actors, devout otaku were privileged 
to meet the VA’s of Gundam Wing; 
Heero Yuy: Mark Hilderth, Duo 
Maxwell: Scott McNeil, Trowa 
Barton: Kirby Morrow, Quatre 
Raberba Winner : Brad Swaile, and 
Chang Wufei : Ted Cole, as well as 
Tiffany Grant, the VA of Asuka from 
Neo Genesis Evangelion. 

The convention also had free 
video games. There were games in 
the “video game dungeon” that have 
not yet been released in America, 
such as Virtua Fighter 4: Evolution 
for, the. PS2.o-voted™ -by.. the 
Smithsonian Institute as the most 
innovative fighting game series of all 


time, and Soul Calibur II for Xbox, 
Gamecube, and PS2. But perhaps the 
biggest waiting line was for the cult 
favorite Dance Dance Revolution, 
each of these games had time set 
aside for there own tournaments, 
sadly of what few NECC students 
attended, non had the honor of win- 
ning any of these tournaments. 

The biggest highlight of AB2003 
was the Masquerade, any otaku brave 
enough to get on stage performed 
skits, danced, sang, or just paraded 
around in a costume of their favorite 
anime character. A crowd favorite 
was the a brave young man who 
showcased his life like Wing Zero 


Custom Gundam costume. 

The only NECC student to enter 
this competition was Liz Hamel, who 
was Yuna from Final Fantasy X. 
After’ the masquerade, fan-made 
Anime music video was shown, the 
one with the biggest reaction was a 
compilation of Hello Kitty footage, 
shown to the music of Mortal 
Kombat. 

“After the money made from this 
first con that the sky is the limit next 
year,” Ferraro said. 

If you’d like to attend next year’s 


-con it will be held April 9-11, 2004. 


For more information visit www.ani- 
meboston.com. 


NECC’s ESL program turns 30 in style 


By DAvID WILLIS 
Editor 


When it began there were only 
four students and a tutor, but on April 
24, the NECC English as a Second 
Language program celebrated its 30 
anniversary as a credited “program.” 

English as a Second Language, 
or ESL, was started in 1971 by pro- 
fessor Sandra Fotinos, according to 
Jane Thiefels of the ESL department. 

“ESL started by accident, three 
students were accidentally admitted 
and the college had to deal with it,” 
Thiefels said of the conditions that 
ESL started at NECC. 

According to Thiefels, four 
Venezuelan students were accidental- 
ly admitted to the college despite the 
fact that they spoke no English. 

After two years of being a non- 
credited course, ESL became a cred- 
ited program at NECC in 1973, and 
celebrated their 30 years with the 
over 500 students that are currently 
enrolled in the program. 

On April 24, the Bentley Library 
conference area was transformed into 
a party area for current ESL students 
from the Haverhill campus and 
Lawrence campus. Many of the stu- 
dents brought their parents, grand- 
parents, children and any other rela- 
tives possible to the party. Many for- 
mer ESL students were also in atten- 
dance to celebrate the anniversary of 
the program that advanced their edu- 


cation, according to Thiefels. 

Also in attendance were former 
and current NECC ESL professors 
and other influential members of the 
NECC faculty and staff, current and 
former. 

The room was conveniently dec- 
orated by painting from the NECC 
art show, and balloons were added to 
create the party atmosphere. 

Another aspect that stood out in 
the room, which was filled almost to 
capacity, was a computer-controlled 
projector that continually ran over 
300 slides of ESL through the years. 

“This is to honor graduates for 
the ESL program,” Thiefels said. She 
pointed out, however, that the pro- 
gram has a party for its graduates 
every year, but it was bigger this year 
because it was the 30 anniversaries. 

There was no lack of entertain- 
ment at the event, with many current 
and former ESL students and profes- 
sors volunteering to perform. 

Professor Mark Palermo played 
a few songs on his guitar with Alex 
Boch accompanying him on vocals. 
One song that they sang was the 
Spanish song Cielito Lindo, which 
many students sang along to. 

Students, mostly from the ESL 
program, were also a part of the, 
according to Thiefels. 

Belly dancers, both students and 
a professor, were on hand for a 
demonstration. 

Students sang for the group and 


treated them to performances of a 
variety of different instruments, such 
as the piano, clarinet and trumpet. 

Thiefels said that the “special 
guest of honor” at the event was 
Mark Maraud. 

Maraud, an assistant professor of 
electrical and computer engineering 
at Merrimack College, was one of the 
first ESL students at NECC in 1974. 
Thiefels said that they were very 
happy to have him in attendance. 

Another special guest, according 


to Thiefels, in attendance was 
Barbara Webber. Webber helped 
Fotinos to start the first ESL classes 
at NECC. 

Food was another highlight of 
the celebration. 

Thiefels said that it was a 
“potluck party.” She said that stu- 
dents and faculty were asked to pro- 
vide food for he party. There were 
many ethnic dishes, like rice, falafel 
and buffalo wings. Also, what party 
would be complete without burritos 


David Willis photo 
Jane Thiefels, far left with microphone, and many others enjoyed their time at ESL’s 30th birthday party. 


from Taco Bell. 

There were also many desserts, 
including a large cake with “30th” 
written on it. 

The only problem, according to 
Thiefels, was that there was not 
enough food. 

“The food ran out quickly 
because the first few people took 
hefty servings, but people still had a 
good time,” Thiefels said. 
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Jim Brown composes music 
of the citys past. 


By BILL DONOVAN 
Contributing Reporter 


It was a celebration of Haverhill’s past and 
classical music at the Essex Chamber Music 
Players concert Sunday, Apr. 3 in the NECC 
Bentley Library Conference Center. 

Pieces were performed that touched upon 
many important moments in the cities’ history, 
including the Industrial Revolution and birth of 
the renowned poet John Greenleaf Whittier. 

Sponsored by The Northern Essex Division 
of Humanities and Haverhill Historical Society, 
the concert featured original pieces composed 
by NECC Mathematics Professor Jim Brown. 

“When writing these pieces, I tried to estab- 
lish mental images through the music to show 
to other people. | started to work on them six to 
eight months ago,” explained Brown at the con- 
cert. 

He did this with the help of a quartet of 
musicians sitting comfortably in front of the 
audience throughout the performances. 

To bring Brown’s visions of Haverhill’s 
past into music; NECC music professor 
Michael Finegold played the flute while David 
Pihl guided the Falcone grand piano with 
Emmanuel Feldman on the violoncello and 
Robin Milinazzo on French Horn. This quartet 


Arts & Entertainment 


Haverhill history put into music 


performed all five 
of Brown’s pieces 
skillfully. Among 
the pieces that 
were performed at 
the concert, ‘Shoe 
City’ and 
= Wn tt teers 
Birthplace’ stood 
out the most for 
the audience. 
‘Shoe City’ 
described the bus- 
tle of downtown 
Haverhill during 
industrial times. 

Indeed, the 
piece contained 
frantic notes being played from each instru- 
ment. It was unique for its shifts from slow to 
fast tempos. A speedy playing of different notes 
was followed by a transition to a sudden slow- 
ing pace. 

Watching the performance, the audience 
felt as if the industrial workers had a busy, long 
day and then went home to peace and silence. 

The players worked off of each other, cre- 
ating a mechanical feeling that work was being 
done in a hurried manner. 

Another piece that grabbed the audience’s 
attention was ‘Whittier Birthplace.’ 

Brown emphasized to the crowd that he 
wanted to establish this peaceful, wintry setting 
of the poet’s birthplace and then have it alter 
into chaos as if a sudden snowstorm had 


SES 
Jim Brown teaches 


math at NECC. 


arrived. 

At the start of this piece, calm, peaceful 
tones were generated by the quartet. It felt as if 
it was just an ordinary day for the Whittier fam- 
ily. Yet, as the piece drew on, pianist David Pihl 
played low keys, creating an ominous sort of 
feeling. A storm was drawing near, threatening 
to endanger the prevailing peace. 

A fury of sounds was released from the 
instruments. Finegold’s flute tumbled and 
climbed to high and low pitches, creating a 
snowfall-like movement. As this storm fin- 
ished, a crescendo of instruments drew the 
piece to a close. 

At the end of Brown’s presentation, the per- 
formers, embracing the audiences’ applause 
bowed gratefully. Brown stood up as well and 
joined them. 

Finegold expressed his appreciation in the 
fusion of Haverhill’s past with original music. 

“It got me thinking about thinking about 
history in relation to music. We need to treasure 
our past and this was a great way of doing it,” 
Finegold said. 

Special guests were present at the event, 
including Aaron Copland Award recipient 
David McMullin presenting ‘Queen Slipper 
Serenade’ and Berklee professor Mare Rossi 
and his mystical ‘Fantasy in Adi Talam.’ 

It was an afternoon of enjoyable and origi- 
nal classical music on NECC’s Haverhill cam- 
pus. 

Not only great music was presented, but 
also music that told the story of a city’s past and 
its times. 


Parnassus 
Poetry Slam 


Northern Essex Community 
College’s student literary 
Publication,Parnassus, will sponsor the 
Parnassus Poetry Slam on Wednesday, 
April 30,from at 7 to 8 p.m. at Jitters 
Café in the Spurk Building on the 
Haverhill campus. This event is free 
and open to the public. 


Audience members are invited to 
present original poetry, short stories, 
even one-act plays during an open- 
mike program. 


For additional information contact 
Ginger Hurajt, assistant professor, 
English & Foreign Languages, at 978- 
556-3454 or ghurajt@necc.mass.edu 


f 


‘Still Point’? deserves more space, — 
money, and support from college 


But the dancers do well 
with what they have too 


By SHELIA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


= ae J 


First of all, let me talk about the actual 
Still Point show. 

It’s difficult to pick one dancer out of an 
ensemble and compliment them. I don’t 
know all these people and I don’t know 
their individual names. We have some very 
good dancers here at NECC, some average 
dancers, and some people who really need 
to keep working at it because they’re just 
not “there” yet. There was also an interest- 
ing range of body types. It’s nice to know 
that Still Point accepts everyone regardless 
of their physical condition. 

Being classically trained myself, | 
admit I was bothered by the body piercings 
some dancers had. I also have to admit that 
I am not, and never have been, a fan of 
modern dance. The pieces were ali well 
done and imaginative, they just were not to 
my taste. I also think the show could do 
without the poetry breaks. And they proba- 
bly shouldn’t leave the audience sitting in 
the dark for ten minutes. It’s bad theater 
etiquette. 

Performances included “All that Jazz” 
from “Chicago”, a well done piece. “Love 
on the Rocks” was a unique choice for a 
lyrical dance. Welcome/Rejoice was the 
only classical dance on the program. It was 
beautiful, with the dancers dressed in long, 
pink, blue and yellow dresses. I’m tempted 
to ask why there weren’t more classical 
dances. 

“Take Me with You”, with music by 
Melissa Ethridge, did a great job of waking 


the audience up after all the poetry. 
“Reminiscence”, performed by Michelle 
Dalton and Nick Repoli was a mature and 
skilled piece showing a couple falling in 
and out of love. “What Kind of Love are 
You On?” with music by Aerosmith was 
definitely interesting and unconventional. 

I was disappointed in the size of the 
audience at Friday’s Still Point show. 
People knew about it, so why didn’t they 
go? Don’t they realize that NECC is one of 
the only local community colleges to even 


ee. 


‘What Kind of Love Are 
You On?’ with music by 


Aerosmith was defi- 
nitely interesting and 
unconventional. 


have a dance program, let alone its own 
dance company? And as dance companies 
go, Still Point could be worse. 

Maybe they’d be even better if the 
school were actually behind the dance pro- 
gram even a little bit. The Still Point show 
was held in the gym, with curtains hung to 
try and disguise the fact that we were in a 
gym. The Top Notch stage is too small for 
dancing. We sat on metal chairs, on 
bleachers. 

I remember from my days in the dance 
program here that the floors in the one stu- 
dio we have are all wrong, The dance stu- 
dio is locked when not being used for a 
class and dancers have to go through 
incredible trouble to get practice time 
booked. 

If you manage to get time, and find 


someone who remem- 
bers you booked time, 
you have to lug your 
own radio in. Then 
where do you put the 
radio while you go get 
someone to unlock the 
door? And if you get 
someone to unlock the 
door, should you leave it 
wide open while you go 
and get the radio? 

Why can’t we have 
more than one studio, 
each with a security code 
issued only to people 
enrolled in the dance 
program? 

Oh, because appar- 
ently the dance program 
here isn’t important 
enough to the higher ups. 
That’s why we have no 
pointe classes either, I’m 
betting. There are some 
very bad dancers in Still 
Point, but also some peo- 
ple who show real 
promise. Think how far 
they could go if this 
school had pointe class- 
es. We’re paying to go to 
this school, we’re paying 
as much as it costs for 
year’s full dance educa- 
tion at a place like Ballet 
New England. 

And with the 
promised tuition hikes, 
we'll be paying even 
more. So why shouldn’t 
we have more advanced classes available? 

More advanced classes will bring better 
dancers, and tuition money, which would 


Frank J. Leone, Jr. photo 


Still Point dancers Gennifer Brown and Helmi Churcher 
practice “Welcome/Rejoice” a classical ballet piece. 


pay for equipment and studio space and 
show the college officials that people actu- 
ally care. 
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Now leaving Sunnydale 


By SHELIA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


“Buffy? Someone needs to talk to 
her people, that name strikes fear into 
the hearts of no one” 

-Willow, in the alternate universe 
episode “The Wish”. 

In 1992,a low budget horror com- 
edy was filmed starring Kristy 
Swanson, Donald Sutherland and 
Luke Perry. The basic premise was of 
a vacant high school cheerleader in 
Los Angeles, who is informed that she 
is part of a long line of super powered 
girls known as “Slayers”. These 
Slayers are mystically chosen, 
descended from a mysterious source. 
Men and women called Watchers han- 
dle them. The job of the Slayers is to 
fight vampires and demons,every time 
a Slayer dies a new one is called to 
take her place. The original movie 
didn’t do all that well, but it became a 
camp classic among fans of bad hor- 
ror movies. 

In 1995, speculative fiction 
became a trend on tv. The WB, eager 
to keep up with the bigger networks, 
had an idea. They would take that 
horrible 90210 era movie and trans- 
late it to tv. I’m sure everyone was 
laughing at them at the time. Well, 
they aren’t anymore. 

First, some changes were made. 
The original author of the story was 
given full reign over his creation, 
which had not happened on the movie 


Buffy nearly dies at the hands of 
The Master, an ancient vampire. 


set. Creator and producer Joss 
Whedon aged Buffy down, from a 
high school senior to a high school 
sophomore. He cast a much better 
actress, Daytime Emmy award winner 
Sarah Michelle Gellar (All My 
Children, Cruel Intentions, Scooby 
Doo, etc) as Buffy Anne Summers. 
He gave her a better supporting cast, 
with Alyson Hannigan (American 
Pie), Nicolas Brendon, Anthony 
Stewart Head, Charisma Carpenter 


College Chorus and Performance 
Ensemble will present its Spring 
Music Concert featuring music rang- 
ing from classical to jazz to salsa on 
Saturday, May 3, at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday, May 4 at 2 p.m. The perfor- 
mance will be held in the Library 
Conference Center on the Haverhill 
Campus. Admission is $3 per person. 

The Performance Ensemble is 
directed by Michael Finegold, 
NECC professor of fine and per- 
forming arts, philosophy, and reli- 
gion. The Chorus is coached by 
Sabrina Quintana. 

The Performance Ensemble will 
feature jazz and rock related to the 
Blues: “Super Blue” by Freddy 
Hubbard, “Sidewinder” by Lee 


(Malibu Shores), Seth Green (Austin 
Powers) and later, Eliza Dushku ( 
Bring it On). 

The new version of Buffy’s story 
included a rewrite of the ending of the 
movie. Buffy and her mother move 


to a tiny town called Sunnydale, “just 
two hours north on the freeway”. 
Sunnydale was the perfect suburban, 


Buffy dances wildly with fellow 
Slayer “Faith”, played by Eliza 
Dushku. 


“SoCal” town. But underneath the 
high school lurks something called a 
“Hellmouth”, a gateway to the demon 
dimensions. After Buffy arrives, she 
meets her new Watcher, Rupert Giles 
(Head), and new friends Xander 
(Brendon) and Willow (Hannigan). A 
mysterious young man named Angel 
(David Boreanaz) keeps showing up 
to warn her when Bad Things are 
about to happen. The audience soon 
learned that Angel was a vampire, 
cursed with a soul and Buffy falls in 
love with him despite their differ- 
ences. For three years, five teenagers, 
a librarian and a guilt-ridden vampire 
defended Sunnydale from evil. 

Boreanaz left at the end of sea- 
son 3 to star in his own show, 
“Angel”. Former guest star James 
Marsters joined the cast as a regular. 
Marsters plays “Spike” a vampire 
who was a major villain for several 
seasons before accidentally re ensoul- 
ing himself. 

Joss Whedon has not given out 
any clues as to how the last episode 
will go, only that it will be “epic”. 

Buffy: “Angel, he's-he’s leaving 
me.” 

Willow: “He's a-a-big dumb jerk 
person! And he’s a super maxi jerk for 
doing it right before the prom” 

Buffy: “Its not his fault. Hes 
243 years old. He doesnt exactly get 
the prom.” 

Teen angst, mixed with horror 
and humor, “Buffy” respected its 
audience and never patronized. One 


“Some 'n 
Kool” will be performed by 
Kelvin Cid of Lawrence. 


An original piece 


) 


The “Buffy” crew refilmed a part 


original Buffy Summers. 


thing that made “Buffy” stand out 
among other teen shows of the time 
was that it never preached at viewers. 
And if they ever felt the need to, it was 
done in such a way that it was hardly 
irritating at all. 

Sometimes the lesson they were 
trying to teach was not the one that 
actually comes across. In the episode 
“Band Candy”, the lesson was sup- 
posed to be that it’s not so fun when 
the adults are acting like children. But 
when you think about it, Buffy and 
her friends had always been the 
adults..out there saving the world 
while their parents wandered around 
in happy oblivion to the possible 
apocalypse. 

Using the plot device of a demon 
that takes the form of two children 
who appear to have been murdered, 
an episode called “Gingerbread”, 
dealt with mass hysteria and prejudice 
against practicers of the occult. 


A brilliant. episode called 


Spike communicates without 
speaking. In the episode “Hush” 
the entire town was struck silent. 
The episode was nominated for an 
Emmy. 


“Earshot” was pulled from the lineup 
because it was to air a week after the 
Columbine massacre. The episode 


Monk and “C Jam Blues” by Duke 
Ellington withBronwyn Crocker of 
Methuen on vocals. Michelle Colon of 
Lawrence will sing the salsa piece Dile 
a Catalina by Irakere. There will be 
original rock, folk, and jazz pieces by 
students including “Eight F. Two” and 
“Willaby Wallaby Woo” by NECC stu- 
dent Matt Nazzaro of North Andover; 
“Some’n Kool” by NECC student 
Kelvin Cid of Lawrence; and “Rhythm- 
Funk” by NECC Students Ryan 
O’Malley of Byfield and Geoff 
Pilkington of Rowley. Leah Biggart of 
Atkinson, N.H., will play “Ave Maria” 
by J. S. Bach on the violin. 

The Chorus will perform classical 
and popular choral works: Sing Me To 
Heaven by Daniel Gawthrop; So Ben 


of the orig- 


Buffy. At right, Kristy Swanson played the 


involved a student bring- 
ing a gun to school and 
several jokes that might 
have been considered 
inappropriate at the time. 

“Come on, who has- 
n’t idly thought about 
taking out the entire 
school with a semi auto- 
matic?” Buffy’s friend 
Xander joked. 


: , : “Tabula Rasa” 
inal movie. - for an episode. -called a. ne of the funniest 
“Becoming”. Gellar played 14 year old and also saddest episodes 


of all time. In that 
episode, Willow  per- 
forms a memory spell on 
her girlfriend Tara to 
keep her from telling everyone that 
Willow has been practicing some very 
dark magic. As many of Willow’s 
spells have done, this one backfires. 
The characters are all in “The Magic 
Box” magic store at the time, and 
suddenly they no longer remember 


Buffy learned the source of her 
power when she was transported 
back in time. 


who they are. It’s hilarious, until the 
end when Tara realizes she’s been 
duped and breaks up with Willow. 

Michelle Branch wrote her song 
“Goodbye to You” specifically for 
Willow and Tara, and for this episode 
in particular. It plays over the ending 
scenes. 

“Buffy” isn’t only an innovative 
show, it’s a time capsule. Watching 7 
years of episodes is like a trip back in 
time through the fashions and music 
of teens on the cusp of the millieni- 
um. After high school, Buffy’s style 
grew up. If there’s one thing that’s 
improved from early seasons, it has to 
be the fashions. Buffy no longer 
dresses like a streetwalker and Willow 
no longer dresses like a five year old. 

Was Buffy’s new modesty part of 
the reason her ratings began to drop 
after season 3? Or was it the disap- 
pointment in the next year’s story 


Leah Biggert of Atkinson, N.H., 
will perfom J.S Bachs “Ave 
Maria” on violin. 


line? The Buffy/Angel romance was a 
big draw, when he left for his own 
show, did some of the viewers go with 
him? The real ratings drop can prob- 
ably be credited to the move from the 
WB to UPN aat the end of season 5. 
FOX Television, the company that 
distributes “Buffy” raised the price of 
the show so high the WB couldn’t 
afford it. People still tend to associ- 


ate a program’s quality with the net- 
work it is on, and some people vowed 


i 
At the Class of 99 prom, Buffy 
was given the “Class Protector” 
award. The Class of 99 had the 
lowest mortality rate in 
Sunnydale history. The award 
was presented by “Jonathan” a 
character who was the perenial 
victim for many seasons before 
being killed. He was played by 
Danny Strong. 


not to follow the show to UPN. 

In spite of its waning popularity in 
mainstream audiences, “Buffy” is still 
one of the most popular sci fi/fantasy 
shows of all time. “Buffy” books, fig- 
ures, comics and videos still fly off the 
shelves. At the last Arisia Con (in 
Boston) 3 of the 4 “Buffy” discus- 
sion panels were standing room only. 
It’s right up there in popularity with 
“Star Trek” and “The X Files” in the 
fan world. 

No one would ever have expect- 
ed a spin-off of a supremely bad 
movie to ever be this popular or this 
successful. But, as Buffy herself said, 
“Sometimes people surprise you.” 

Try these sites 

www.buffyguide.com, 
www.buffysearch.com, 

www.bitterwisdom.com/bty- 
surls/btvsurls.html 

www.buffycon.org (Buffy’s fan 
convention). 

Books to try: “Reading the 
Vampire Slayer” edited by Roz 
Kaveney. The Watcher’s Guide (1&2) 
by Christopher Golden and Nancy 
Holder. 


(1551-1605); Adoramus Te _ by 
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525- 
1594); Laudamus Te, from Gloria by 
Antonio Vivaldi; and Two Rossetti 
Songs (2002) by Stephen Chatman. 

The Chorus and Performance 
Ensemble will join together for 
“Shining Star” by Earth, Wind & Fire. 
Students Gordon Blaney of Salisbury, 
Paco Burns-Fedele of Bradford, Peter 
Maxey of Andover, and Joshua Murphy 
Bradford will sing That’s Where My 
Money Goes - arr. Leininger/Williams- 
Wimberly. 

For additional information contact 
Michael Finegold, Northern Essex pro- 
fessor of Music, at 978-556-3413 or 
mfinegold@necc.mass.edu 


\ 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson 


\ 10, No Lapies/ 
~\ you'ge Runnin’? 


some of her canasta debts. 


TF Bubowa was Alive ToDay 
AND LivING in LoS ANGeLes. 


| 
hi 


“Hey! Pick a lane, you slaggy goat waddie! 
I'll get off my lotus and bust your chakras, 
you stinkin’ freak!” 


here Ke rren 


“I've been channeling things.” 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 ‘60s do 
5 Talon 
9 Lean lover of 
thyme 
14 Signaled 
15 Uncommon 
16 “Common 
Sense’ writer 
17 Attendance 
19 Saturn feature 
20 Shade tree 
21 Decoy 
22 Dusk 
23 Destiny 
24 Wild talkers 
25 1994 animated 
Disney film 
29 Alabama schoo! 
30 Night before 
31 Places of 
refuge 
35 Planet 
36 Tad's dad 
37 Censor 
38 Without: Fr. 
39 Part of UF 
40 French part of 
South America 
41 19th-century 
industrial 
exploiter 
43 Baseball 
equipment 
specialists 
47 CSA soldiers 
48 Agamemnon's 
father 
49 Fossil fuel 
50 Pugilist’s punch 
53 Tilts 
54 “The Miracle 
Worker” Oscar 
winner 
56 __ Hawkins Day 
57 Seed cover 
58 Toe tip 
59 Grace enders 
60 Risque 
61 Singer Moffo 


DOWN 

1 Pine 

2 Tank up 

3 Twenty quires 

4 Peculiar 

5 Piece of crisp 
bread 

6 Actress Bacall 


zg 


a a b b o os 
QD o oo) o @ on 


to 
fe) 


2 


uo eB 
> 
© 
+ > 
N De) 


© 2003 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


All rights reserved. 


7 “Rule Britannia” 
composer 
8 Drench 
9 Type of poetic 
rhythm 
10 Fence coating 
11 Remove lather 
12 Enrage 
13 Tries out 
18 Eau__, WI 
22 Rational 
23 Errors 
24 Split 
25 Some putouts 
26 Island 
undulation 
27 Black, in poetry 
28 Skewered entree 
31 Aka 
32 Raise 
33 Vegas gambling 
game 
34 Bridge 
36 Celebrant robes 
37 Champers 
39 “The Seven Little 


40 Tremendously 


Solutions 


41 Wakes 

42 Amatory 

43 Light wood 
44 Mr. T’s outfit 
45 Business 
46 Bight of __ 
49 Singer Irene 


Capistrano 
51 Related 
52 Actor Lugosi 
54 Golf score 
55 Recombinant 
letters 
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Make your summer unforgettable 


Ideas for family fun 
this summer 


By ISA RIVERA 
Staff Columnist 


You 
make 
summer turn 
into a_ fun, 
adventurous 
and refreshing 
experience for 
you, your fam- 
ily and that special unique loved one 
without having to go far away from 
home or spend too much money. By 
letting your imagination run wild 
with the help of cooking books or the 
latest technology like the internet, 
you can get ideas and help out with 
new or not so new refreshing dessert 
recipes. Just to give you a small tip 
on what you can find in books and 
cook, here’s an idea: Fresh 


can 
your 


Apri 1 and M 


and mus be paid by May 12, 2 


Strawberry Pie 

¢ one 10 inch baked deep pie 
shell ( use butter crumb crust, or 
frozen pie shell) 

* 8 ounce package cream cheese, 
softened 

* 1/4 cup heavy cream 

* 1/2 teaspoon vanilla 

¢ 2- quarts strawberries, 
washed and hulled 

¢ 1/2 -1 teaspoon cornstarch 

* | tablespoon sugar 

This recipe was taken from 
the Yankee Magazine—Good 
Neighbors U.S.A cookbook edit- 
ed by Clarissa M. Silitch. Recipes 
like the one above could add 
many advantages; it could be used 
for a romantic summer evening 
with your significant other or for a 
summery afternoon picnic with fam- 
ily. This could be a good way to cre- 
ate unforgettable moments because 
you could also give it your own per- 
sonal touch, you don’t necessarily 
have to follow the ingredients as 
described in the recipe. You can 
make it more safe and healthier for 
you and your loved ones or if your 


12, 2003 


one of those people that summer gets 
to you in a very unique, excentrique, 
passionate way, who knows what you 
could do or where your cooking 
experience would lead. It’s totally up 


=o eeees 


Make your summer turn 
into a fun, adventurous 
and refreshing experence 


for you and your family. 


to you. 

But if your one of those females 
or males that are not particularly into 
colonary arts or expert chefs but like 
the outdoors and also like to admire 
the beauty of nature and benefits that 
it could give to some people by being 
outside here are some other tips. If 
you like literature, poetry and nature 
you could combine them by reading a 


Proceeds benefit NECC Alumni sponsored 
student scholarships. To place your order or 
for more information call 


978-556-3623 


good poetry book under a tree in a 

park. Whether it’s with family mem- 

bers or other company. But, on the 

other hand, if you are an athletic 

type, you could go for a nice bike 
ride in a group or if you prefer 
alone whatever your preference 
is. If you like spending money 
which is a trait females are 
mostly known for although | 
know some males who also like 
to shop you could go out shop- 
ping. 

Also if your are one of 
those people that like to interact 
and learn about other languages 
and cultures besides your own 
you could go down to the 
Spanish festival that runs 

around the month of June, to an 
activity that has been named by the 
Hispanic community. The Spanish 
week that for many years has been 
celebrated in the Campanon 
Common Park which the Hispanic 
community refers as “the squirrel 
park” located in the city of 
Lawrence, where different countries 
such as Puerto Rico, Dominican 


Republic, El Salvador, Ecuador, 
Mexico, Venezuela, Colombia etc. 
come together to show a little bit of 
their heritage background with 
music, food, dances and other activi- 
ties all in the course of a week. 

But if none of these tips that I 
have given to you are appealing and 
you still want an exciting activity or 
just something you can share with 
family or just a change in the atmos- 
phere and environment you can go on 
a trip to the place of your preference. 

Also, if you are an animal lover 
and like to spend time with animals 
you can go farm visiting. If you are a 
person that likes to have an adrena- 
line rush and do activities that 
involve risk taking and high impact 
you can go bungee jumping, moun- 
tain climbing, sky diving, water ski- 
ing, or scuba diving. No matter what 
you do the important part is that you 
and your family have a fun, safe 
summer, full of capturing moments 
that you’ll share for the rest of your 
life. Just remember be happy and 
safe all summer long. 


Summer fashion 
tips for everyone 


The Dos and Don ts 
pf summer fashion 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


Although 
you would not 
know by this 
weather, sum- 
mer is almost 
here. That 
means new 
summer fash- 
ion, and I have 
: : come to tell 
you the Do’s and Don’ts of summer 
fashion. 

If you are to take any of my 
advice please listen to me when I 


mon mistake that many people make 
is not buying the right size. No one 
wants to see you walking down the 
beach falling out of your bathing 
suit. My suggestion would be to 
bring someone for a second opinion; 
it will help you out pick out the right 
bathing suit for you. It will help 
everyone else out who is going to 
see you in that bathing suit. 

A suggestion that I have for all 
girls for this summer is_ that, 
although they make it for everyone 
not everyone means everyone can 
wear it. Take the time to check 
things out, make sure that it is for 
you. A little time can do you won- 
ders. There is nothing worse than 
seeing someone walking around 
wearing something that everyone 
but them knows looks bad on them. 

For the summer let loose and try 
new things with fashion. Who wants 
to look like everyone else? That is 


Se a po 


“ For the summer let loose and try 
new things with fashion. Who wants 
to look like everyone else?” 


say, please do not wear sandals and 
socks. Not only does it look stupid; 
you look stupid wearing it. The point 
of sandals is to no have your feet 
covered with shoes and socked. So, 
why would you wear sock with your 
sandals? I would like to know. 

Another thing you should think 
about when buying a new pair of 
sandals is, nothing’s tackier than 
when your toes are hanging over like 
crowfoot because your sandals are 
too small. 

Another big problem for many 
girls in the beginning of the summer 
is buying a new bathing suit. A com- 


why. designer makes all different 
types of clothing, in: all different 
styles. You know what they say: 
“new styles are created every day.” 

For the summer: 

Do not wear socks and sandals. 

Do make sure that al sandals 
fit right. 

Do make sure your toenails are 
well kept up when exposed through 
you sandals. 

Make sure that your bathing suit 
fits you just right 

The most important be creative, 
try new things with fashion. 
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Tom Brady a fashion do. 


Tom Brady (1) and Manny Ramirez (r) are on different levels of the fashion meter. 


Occupation: 
pro football player 


Manny Ramirez 


Height: 6-0 


Manny Ramirez is a fashhion don’t. 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion &Fitness Editor 


Throughout the spring semester, I 
have been taking people with little to no 
fashion sense, and showing them the 
right way to dress. 

Now it is your turn to find out if you 
are a fashion do or a fashion disaster. 
Take the quiz and find out: 


1.) When you are heading to the 
mall the first store you go to is: 

A. Abercrombie & Fitch 

B. You don’t go shopping for cloth- 
ing at the mall 

C. Gadzooks 


ae. sas ss 


BES 2.) When you get up in the morning 
hotos courtesy of espn.com 


the first thing you do is: 
A. Pick out a new outfit for the day 
B. Pick up your outfit off the floor 
C. Whatever you see first 


Pp 


3.) How much does looking fash- 
ionable mean to you: 

A. You spend lots of time making 
sure that you always look good 

B. You don’t care very much 

C. You care but it’s not your biggest 
concern 


4.) How often do you get your hair 
cut and/or colored: 

A. Once a month 

B. When ever I feel like doing it 

C. When mom tells you that you 


6.) How much of your weekly earn- 
ings do you spend at the mall on cloth- 
ing: 

A. About 25 percent 

B. More than 50 percent 

C. None. That’s what daddy’s cred- 
it card is for 


7. You never leave the house with 
out (girls only): 

A. A full face of make-up and 
enough lip gloss and eye shadow to 
keep it that way all day 

B. Your keys and purse 

C. Both A and B 


8. When getting dressed to go out 
you are more likely to put on: 

A. slinky heels 

B. sandals 

C. sneakers 


9. Would you ever wear socks with 
sandals: 

A. yes 

B. no 


10. If you could have only one thing 
from your wardrobe, you would pick: 

A. your cute little black dress 

B. a sweater 

C. your sneakers 


If you picked mostly A: 

You are a fashion icon. You are part 
of the elite few that has style. You 
should be spreading the knowledge that 
you have to everyone that you know. 


Occupation: 


pro baseball player 


need a hair cut 


5.) How long does it take you to get 


dressed in the morning: 


A. As long as you need to take to 


look your best 


B. Less than an hour but more than 


10 minutes 


C. [roll out of bed and leave 


If you picked mostly B: 
You have decent style. You are not 


too bad, but you could use a little help. 


If you picked mostly C: 
Wow. You need some serious help. 


You need to go and find someone to 
help you out with your style and fash- 
ion. 


(KRT) 

April 7-13, 2003 

Aries (March 21-April 20). 
Late Tuesday, a powerful wave of 
sensitivity from loved ones may be 
distracting. Previously silent friends 
or lovers may boldly state their 
romantic ideals and social concerns. 
Intimacy and new passion are neces- 
sary for emotional success. Expect 
unproductive or stalled relationships 
to steadily fade. Physical energy or 
sleep patterns are also unpredictable 
this week. Get extra rest, if possible, 
and wait for obvious indications of 
renewed vitality. 

Taurus (April 21-May 20). 
Minor health concerns or lagging 
physical energy will no longer drain 
social or family confidence. Early 
this week, expect bothersome skin, 
digestive or eye ailments to dramati- 
cally improve. Some Taureans will 
also experience a powerful increase 
in creative energy or artistic aware- 
ness. If so, expect romantic and long- 
term social relations to also be affect- 
ed. Stay alert. Before next week, 
increased sensuality and renewed 
trust will require active dedication 
and revised social plans. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
Love affairs and long-term friend- 
ships are particularly rewarding over 
the next few days. Watch for loved 
ones and close friends to declare their 
intentions or commitments. Many 
Geminis, especially those born 
between 1968 and 1980, will experi- 
ence a profound deepening of key 


relationships. By early May expect 
delayed romance and stalled relation- 
ships to be firmly re-established. 
Stay focused. Fast emotional deci- 
sions will be required. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). 
This week, business relationships 
may be unusually emotional or flirta- 
tious. Expect key officials or trusted 
work mates to express their social 
needs and long-term romantic plans. 
New communications will eventually 
create improved friendships, but also 
demand delicate social timing. If 
possible, remain quietly distant and 
avoid confrontation. After Friday, 
family finances may be mildly 
strained. Thoroughly check records, 
payments or debt schedules. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Late 
Tuesday, a close friend or work com- 
panion may ask for sensitive and 
highly personal advice. Areas of con- 
cern are power dynamics between 
loved ones or long-term lifestyle 
choices. Encourage caution. 
Important life decisions need to be 
fully considered. Early Friday, watch 
also for an unusual financial or busi- 
ness message from the past. Old job 
offers or delayed projects are fea- 
tured. Take extra time to carefully 
evaluate all ideas and proposals. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Business policies, financial obliga- 
tions and long-term property matters 
will require your immediate atten- 
tion. Late Monday, watch for impor- 
tant changes to key documents, pro- 
cedures or workplace methods. Many 


Virgos will be expected to make 
sense of past financial mistakes or 
bring clarity to conflicting business 
standards. After Thursday, minor 
home finances may also apply. Watch 
budgets and spending needs for obvi- 
ous mistakes. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Avoid 
social discussions or romantic specu- 
lation in all workplace relationships. 
At present, work mates and col- 
leagues may be extremely sensitive 
to personal information or minor 
social disputes. Don’t be fooled. 
Even though an atmosphere of 
humor and light discussion may 
exist, underlying resentments will 
create a lasting impression. After 
Friday, family or intimate relation- 
ships will offer peaceful resolve. 
Enjoy the company of trusted com- 
panions. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Old 
social wounds and past relationships 
may reoccur over the next few days. 
Before midweek, watch for friends, 
distant relatives or yesterday’s loved 
ones to reappear and demand com- 
pletion. Although minor jealousies 
are unavoidable, by the end of this 
week small disagreements will actu- 
ally work in your favor. Remain 
diplomatic. Old ideals, memories or 
romantic expectations will soon fade. 
By mid-April, new love will require 
your full attention. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). Past romantic and social delays 
will be quickly resolved. Beginning 
late Tuesday and lasting over the next 


two to three days, expect long-term 
friends and romantic partners to 
firmly state their needs, intentions 
and future plans. Much of this may 
come as a relief. Watch for stalled 
relationships to move rapidly for- 
ward. Early Saturday, an unusual 
financial mistake may create mistrust 
between relatives. Overspending or 
missed payments are accented. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
20). Early this week, rental agree- 
ments, leases or minor financial dis- 
putes may be briefly annoying. 
Monday through Wednesday, react 
quickly to unexpected repairs or 
revised property contracts. Some 
Capricorns, especially those born late 
in December, will also be asked to 
clarify banking documents or finan- 
cial procedures. Oddly enough, 
money delays or strained work rela- 
tions will soon lead to dramatically 
improved business practices. Stay 
open. There’s much to consider. 
Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). 
Friends, lovers and close work mates 
may be moody and reflective. Watch 
for unexpected social and workplace 
delays. Over the next two days, past 
business records and yesterday’s 
romantic history will have strong 
effects on daily relationships. Allow 
others the necessary time to complete 
past assignments or finalize outgoing 
relationships. Later this week, dis- 
cuss your romantic ideas and social 
concerns with loved ones. New 
options may soon emerge. 
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20). 


Family relationships are strong con- 
cerns this week. Pay attention to the 
minor criticisms of close relatives or 
loved ones. Over the next three days, 
small social irritations could lead to 
stalled relationships or broken trusts. 
React with sensitivity to the needs of 
others. Early this weekend, an unex- 
pected romantic flirtation will draw 
attention. Mildly unethical attrac- 
tions or private invitations may soon 
create controversy.. Emotions are 
high. Avoid unnecessary tensions, if 
possible. 

If your birthday is this week ... 
Business negotiations will work to 
your advantage over the next 12 
weeks. Use this time to review meth- 
ods, procedures and expectations. 
Key officials will steadily improve 
office policies or rules. After mid- 
July, an important romantic or family 
decision may be needed. Long-term 
relationships require carefully plan- 
ning and a new awareness of social 
goals. By late August, loved ones 
will either improve their outlook or 
begin serious changes in their lives. 
Offer encouragement and expect 
steady gains. August through 
November also accent revised finan- 
cial or career deadlines. Budgets, 
loans. and delayed payments are 
highlighted. 


Distributed by Knight 
Ridder/Tribune Information 
Services. 
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By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


There are a lot of basketball 
fans out there that are very excit- 
ed right now. 

Not just because the playoffs 
are here but because most NBA 
followers are certain that the 
three-time defending world 
champion L.A. Lakers will be 
dethroned this season. 

Well I hate to disappoint the 
masses but Kobe, Shaq and the 
boys will win their fourth title, 
defeating the Philadelphia 76ers 
in five games. 

As good as Sacramento and 
Dallas are playing right now the 
Laker machine is far from slow- 
ing down. Phil Jackson is a title 
away from becoming the coach 
with the most championships in 
NBA history and the team 
appears as if they finally have 
that killer instinct back. 

The battle for the Eastern 
Conference title will be a tough 
one. The Sixers are playing really 
good basketball as are the eigth 
seeded Orlando Magic who are 
on the verge of knocking off the 
top seeded Detroit Pistons. 

The Celtics are putting 
together another exciting playoff 
run for the second straight sea- 
son. But I won’t jinx my C’s by 
picking them to win the confer- 
ence. 

Instead I will give the nod to 
the team everyone loves to hate, 
the defending kings of the hard- 
wood, the L.A. Lakers. 

And for the final time I turn 
to my man David Willis for the 
counter point. 


By DAvip WILLIS 
Editor 


Since Tim has taken the Lakers, | 
had to put some serious thought into 
another title contender, since the 
Lakers will likely be celebrating 
another title very soon. 

I would love to say that the 
Celtics are going to win title number 
17 this year, but like Tim, I don’t 
want to jinx my favorite team by 
picking them to win. 

The obvious choice would be the 
Sacramento Kings, since they seem 
to be the best team in the league, but 
I expect them to be knocked off by 
the Lakers. 

Since I have a serious East Coast 
bias, I’m going with the Philadelphia 
76ers to win the finals for one reason, 
Allen Iverson. 

The unstoppable Iverson, or Al 
for short, is arguably the best player 
in the NBA and is an unstoppable 
scorer, averaging 27.6 points per 
game in the regular season and a 
whopping 37.3 points per game in 
the post season. 

While it’s true that Iverson’s sup- 
porting cast isn’t very strong, with 
underachievers Keith Van Horn and 
Derrick Coleman as his bets 
weapons. 

But like he always does, the 
indomitable Iverson will again put 
his team on his 6ft, 183lbs frame, 
and will his team to overachieving 
victory. 

On a personal note: Tim, I have 
greatly enjoyed doing point-counter 
point with you, and working with 
you in the newsroom. You are a great 
writer, and J must say that you really 
know your sports. You helped me out 
a lot. Thanks for everything man. 


What a long strange trip 


As much as 
an Oscar style 
farewell speech 
appeals a great 
deal to me, I 
don’t have a lot 
to say about my 
tenure here at 
NECC coming 
to a close. 

I would 
however like to thank everyone who 
has made my time here so enjoyable 
and beneficial to my life. 

I would especially like to thank 
Amy Callahan our faculty advisor at 
the Observer. I had Amy as a teacher, 
academic advisor, newspaper advisor 
and personal guidance counselor, and 
I can honestly say I wouldn’t have 
been able to get through the last year 
and a half without her help and sup- 
port. 

I would also like to thank all the 
members of the Observer staff that I 
have worked worth over the last 
three semesters. I have made friends 
such as Kory Wagner and Pete 
Edgerly that I will be friends with for 


the rest of my life. 

Also, Gayle Simone, David 
“opsauce” Pellerin, Melissa Graves, 
Michael “fast and the furious” 
Boucher, Deb Tsantarliotis, Dave 
Willis and the whole current staff of 
the Observer, especially Jillian 
Stanton. 

Also the people not connected 


SR ae 


In the immortal 


words of _ Billy 
Madison “Peace ’m 
outta here” 


with the paper that made my time 
here at NECC enjoyable deserve 
their props too. All the teachers who 
I liked and some of the ones I didn’t 
all played a big role in my develop- 
ment. 

I would like to thank my guest 


columinsts over the last year. Guys 
such as Gil Matos and Scott Kinney 
and, of course, Gayle and David. 

Everybody who contributed to 
the section in one way or another, 
thanks a lot. 

I hope whoever takes over the 
reigns next year will carry on the 
Observer sports section with pride. 

I will miss the paper a great deal, 
it has been a very big part of my life 
for the last year and it will be some- 
thing I always look back on as a solid 
experience. 

These really are the best years of 
my life and I have enjoyed them and 
will continue to do so. I have yet to, 
as Hunter S. Thompson once said, 
“reach that high water mark. The 
place where the wave finally breaks 
and rolls back.” But when I do 
NECC and the Observer will have 
been a big part of it. 

Well I guess I really did have a 
lot to say, not a big surprise. So that’s ~ 


it NECC, in the immortal words of 
Billy Madison, “Peace I’m outta 
here.” 


The state of the union by Willis 


Is there a 
better time for a 
sports fan in 
America then 
right now? 

Granted, 
the NFL and 
Griovls le. oe 
Football are in 
the off-season, 
and the NCAA 
basketball tour- 
nament is over, 
but every other sport is going strong. 

Baseball season is getting into 
full swing and the Red Sox are get- 
ting on track. The Sox have been lead 
by their red-hot offence, and manag- 
er Grady Little has even named two 
closers, although those two are 
Brandon Lyons and Chad Fox. 

With the exception of football, 
baseball is the world’s greatest sport; 
so having a game on every day is a 
major positive for sports fans. 

Even more intense then regular 
season baseball, the NBA and NHL 
playoffs are also in full swing. 

The second round of the NHL 
playoffs is underway. The round 
promises to be exciting, after a first 


round which saw the defending 
Stanley Cup champion Detroit Red 
Wings swept by the Anaheim Mighty 
Ducks and the Colorado Avalanche 
beat in seven games by the expansion 
Minnesota Wild, in only their second 
year of existence. 

The Bruins failed to advance to 
the second round after being defeated 


EET EET 


Is there a better time 
for a sports fan in 
America than right 
now? 


by the New Jersey Devils and red-hot 
goaltender Martin Brodeur in five 
games. 

The NBA playoffs are also in 
session. Paul Pearce and the Boston 
Celtics are currently battling the 
Indiana Pacers, as of 4/28, to 
advance to the second round. 

The defending NBA champion 
Los Angeles Lakers, lead by scoring 
machine Kobe Bryant, are battling 


Kevin Garnett and the Minnesota 
Timberwolves for the shot at their 
fourth consecutive title. 

Lets not for get the NFL draft, 
the next best thing to actually watch- 
ing football. 

The Patriots and the rest of the 
teams in the NFL got a chance to fill 
some of their wholes, and hopefully 
get the next superstar, at the draft on 
April 26 and 27. 

The first pick overall by the 
Cincinnati Bengals was Heisman 
Trophy winning quarterback Carson 
Palmer out of USC. 

With their first round selection, 
the Patriots took defensive tackle Ty 
Warren out of Texas A&M. 

For those desperate for a little 
football action, like me, there is also 
Arena Football and NFL Europe. 

The Arena season is nearing its 


playoffs, and Jay Gruden, the 
younger brother Tampa _ Bay 
Buccaneers Head Coach John 


Gruden, is hoping to bring another 
championship to the Gruden family. 

Football fans can also watch their 
team’s prospects get ready for the 
NFL by playing in the NFL’s farm 
system, NFL Europe. 

So sports fan, sit back, relax and 
enjoy. 
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NECC sports 2002-03 year end awards 


The Observer honors 
the best in NECC 
Sports 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Year in review 


The 2002-03 school year was a 
solid one for NECC sports. Both the 
cross-country and volleyball teams 
enjoyed successful seasons in the 
fall. 

Although the women’s basketball 
team didn’t reach the same heights as 
the 2001-02 squad did, the men’s 
team stayed the course all season and 
upset Roxbury Community College 
in the first round of the NJCAA 
Regionals. 


Top 10 
“The Kid” is a 
“splendid” choice 
for #1 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


On a warm July night last sum- 
mer, I sat in the right field bleachers 
at Fenway Park with my brother 
completely engrossed in the activity 
on the field. 

The irony here is that we weren’t 
at a Red Sox game. No, instead we 
were at a ceremony remembering the 
life of the greatest player in Red Sox 
history. 

Everyone knows the numbers; 
.406 average in 1941, 521 home runs, 

. .344 career average (both team 
records) the list goes on and on. 
However, there’s something else 
about “The Kid”, “The greatest hitter 
who ever lived” that triggers emo- 
tions in Boston sports fans that no 
other athlete can derive. 

When Ted Williams passed away 
on July 5 sports fans all over New 
England mourned as a piece of their 
childhood was gone. 

However, what all Williams fans 
did instead was honor the memory of 
their hero in a way never before seen 
in this region. 

Honors and tributes such as the 
ones bestowed upon #9 couldn’t have 
been more deserved by an athlete. 

Finding words to describe the 
career of Ted Williams isn’t easy. 
Over the course of his career he 
transformed hitting into a science. 
Williams had so many magical 
moments on the field it’s almost 
impossible to recount them all. 

Like the final day of the 1941 
season, a double bill against the 
Athletics. Teddy refused to sit out 
and properly went six for eight 
including a home run, finishing the 
season with a .406 average. 

Or the ultimate ending to a 
career. In his final at bat in the major 
leagues Williams hit a ball into the 
bleachers at Fenway Park bringing 
an end to one of the greatest tenures 
of any player in the history of the 
game. 


Now, just as we did last year it’s 
time for the “2002-03 Observer Year 
End Sports Awards.” 


effort en route to a huge win over the 
team who had eliminated them in the 
first round of the tournament in 2002. 


Team of the Year 
Year 
Without a doubt the NECC sports 
team of the 


Male Athlete of the 


stepping in wherever he was needed, 

Luis was a key factor in the Knights 

successful run in the post-season. 
Juarbe’s ability to produce points 

enabled the Knights to rebound as 

much as humanly possible from the 

loss of leading scorers Nate Proulx 

and Jay Avant. 


year goes to 

Dea tare a F e m 
Stratton’s At 
men’s_basket- 


The 2002-03 school year was a solid one 


ball team. 

Finishing for NECC sports. A rookie on the 
the year 12-12 scene in 2002, Charlotte 
the Knights Gulezian played a big 


role in the solid success 
of the volleyball team 


were a_ huge 
underdog 


heading into and pitched in for the 
the NJCAA Lady Knights basketball 
Tournament. squad for half the sea- 


Men’s basketball star Luis Juarbe 
had a season that any collegiate 
hoopster in the country would be 
proud of in 2002-03. 

Playing multiple positions and 


To make matters worse starring the 
Knights in the face was powerhouse 
Roxbury Community College. 

The team tightened up on 
defense and got a complete team 


son before leaving for Emerson 
College in January. 


Coach of the Year 


For reasons already stated on this 
page, the NECC Coach of the Year is 
men’s basketball skipper Darren 
Stratton. 

Coach Stratton took a team that 
had lost its top two scorers and mold- 
ed it, slowly but surely, into a .500 
club that went on to shock the world 
in the NJCAA Regionals. 

Over the course of his time at 
NECC Stratton has brought the bas- 
ketball program to a new level of 
success that the whole school com- 
munity can be proud of. 


Red Sox of all-time: #1 


“The Kid” 


(AM phiaitels comnteny of sportingnews.com 


Ted Williams displays his sweet swing, poses with best friends Johnny Pesky and Dom Dimaggio and instructs Yaz in 1961 
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Sixth annual arts 
event a Sucess 


By JARED PENDAK 
News Editor 


Anyone who figures that the fac- 
ulty and staff of NECC carry bland or 
flavorless demeanors had better think 
again. 

The Staff Development 
Committee last Friday sponsored the 
annual “Kindered Spirits” event, 
which for six years annually has been 
organized to highlight the multi- 
faceted talents of NECC staff and 
faculty. This year’s event was dedi- 
cated to beloved former employee 
Paula Stangie, a long-time Academic 
Adivisor at NECC. 

Campus personnel showcased a 
diverse array of artistic abilities as a 
sizeable crowd of fellow employees 
and spectators enjoyed music, come- 
dy, poetry and even tapdancing per- 
formances in the comfortable setting 
of the Bentley Library conference 
room. 

Fine art such as digital photos, 
sculptures, stained glass and draw- 
ings were also displayed. 

“A lot of (staff and faculty) have 
wonderful talents besides what they 
do in the classroom,” said Director of 
Staff Development and Kindred 
Spirits host and performer Judith 
Kamber. “This is a great opportunity 
to bring people together and enjoy 
each other. It’s a nice, informal way 
to have a good time and exibit our- 
selves on a Friday with no cost.” 

“This shows the many sides of 
faculty and staff and our college,” 
said Kenneth Whitman, whose pho- 
tos were featured on one of the fine 
arts tables. “It shows that, like most 
people, there’s a whole other dimen- 
sion to us and we’re more than what 
you see in the classroom.” 

Instuctional technology director 
and bassist Al Foucault, behavioral 
sciences professor and acoustic gui- 
tarist Joe Rizzo, and vocalist Melissa 
Fleming of human services played 
two up-beat songs as a three-piece 


band to kick off the day’s perfor- 
mances in glowing fashion. 

Comedy filled the room for the 
second act as Kamber took the stage 
and projected an “Academic Survival 
Presentation” full of humorous anec- 
dotal references to staff and faculty 
life on campus using Power Point. 
The presentation poked fun at meet- 
ings, planning, the schedule, and 
how the college “never closes.” 

“It helps to be a little pissed off, 
otherwise it will seem like you’re not 
involved enough in the college com- 
munity,” Kamber comically theo- 
rized, prompting uproars of laughter 
from those in attendance. 

After English professor and cel- 
list Priscilla Bellairs performed 
“Ragtime Cowboy Joe” and a Vivaldi 
piece with John Matrona on piano, 
Dean Sue Grohlic entertained the 
crowd with what has become an 
annual standup comedy routine. 

A striking sequence of tapdanc- 
ing came next as respiratory therapy 
care’s Chris Rowse and_ student 
Linda Boyle impressed the crowd 
with nearly 15 minutes of snappy 
synchrony on the dance floor. 

Director of Client Computing 
Nancy Moran used computer slides 
to illustrate an interesting tale about 
painting her kitchen red, preceeding 
a lovely story entitled “Venus and the 
Birds and Revolution” read by Jane 
Theifels. 

Carol Barron, who had recently 
performed in a series of one-act plays 
directed by Top Knotch Theater’s 
Jim Murphy, read a satirical spoken 
word piece of her interactions with 
Governor Mitt Romney during a 
hypothetical visit to NECC. Barron 
also recited a powerful poem she 
wrote, “Dreams,” in memory of her 
husband. 

Poetry also concluded the event 
as Melina Draper, an English profes- 
sor on the Lawrence campus, read a 
piece inspired by her journey through 
Russia in 1996. 

Serving as a relaxing and enjoy- 
able remedy, the two hour event was 
plenty worthwhile for faculty and 
staff heading into the stretch run of 
final exams and end-of-the-semester 
pressure. 
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Professor Chris Rowse and student Linda Boyle dazzle the crowd with intricate tapdancing. 
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From left: Melissa Fleming, Joe Rizzo and Al Foucault perform a song at Kindred Spirits. 
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Cherie Hagen displays stained glass decorations she created herself. 


